
Hal Holbrook to Reflect upon Shylock, 
Lear, and Other Shakespearean Roles    
 One of the Most Versatile and Beloved Actors of our Era 
Will Share his Thoughts on Presenting the Classics Today 

The next installment in our popular SPEAKING OF SHAKESPEARE series will 

bring to THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB a man who has long been a favorite 

with theatergoers and film and television viewers. Best known for his 

one-man show Mark Twain Tonight, which garnered a Tony Award 

when he took it to Broadway in 1966, and which was nominated for an 

Emmy after CBS televised it later that year, HAL HOLBROOK is also cele-

brated for Abe Lincoln in Illinois, which earned him an Emmy in 1976, 

and for a number of other award-winning television series and specials, 

among them The Senator (1971), Clear and Present Danger (1971), 

That Certain Summer (1973), and The Pueblo (1974).   
 

In 1990 Mr. Holbrook enacted the title role in King Lear for THE NEW 

YORK SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL. He’s now in Washington to play Shylock in a 

SHAKESPEARE THEATRE Merchant of Venice that is being directed by MI-

CHAEL KAHN. On May 17th, at Broadway’s venerable BARRYMORE THEATRE, 

Mr. Holbrook provided a stirring preview of his approach to a chal-

lenging part when he joined a cadre of other stars – among them televi-

sion journalist ROBERT MACNEIL, playwright DAVID HARE, director Sir 

RICHARD EYRE, Masterpiece Theatre producer REBECCA EATON, and actors 

KEITH BAXTER, BRIAN BEDFORD, ZOE CALDWELL, RONALD PICKUP, and TOBY 

STEPHENS – in A Night for the Love of Shakespeare, a tribute at which 

The Shakespeare Guild presented Dame JUDI DENCH with its 1999 GIEL-

GUD AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE DRAMATIC ARTS.   
 

On June 14th Mr. Holbrook will be introducing us to a nationally rec-

ognized educator, RAFE ESQUITH, and his “Hobart Shakespeareans,” a   

group of inner-city Los Angeles students who’ll be on their way to per-

form Henry V at the reconstructed Globe on London’s Bankside. Mr. 

Holbrook has devoted a great deal of his own time and resources to Mr. 

Esquith’s pioneering effort to promote the highest standards of literacy 

and academic achievement in our most severely disadvantaged schools, 

and he plans to donate his honorarium for this speaking appearance to 

a fund in support of Mr. Esquith’s inspirational endeavors. You won’t 

want to miss an energetic and wide-ranging discussion of Shakespeare’s 

relevance to every sector of contemporary society.  

 

Monday, June 14, 1999 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

The National Press Club 
529 14th Street NW, 13th Floor 
Two Blocks from Metro Center 

Speaking of Shakespeare 
 

DIALOGUES ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT 
AND HIS IMPACT ON OUR LIVES TODAY 

 

Co-Sponsors: THE BRITISH COUNCIL,   
THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION,  
and THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB  

 

Conversations with notables  
such as Peter Brook, Ed Gero,  

 Michael Kahn, Floyd King, Judith 
Martin, Cokie Roberts, Deborah 

Tannen, Ted van Griethuysen,  
and Linda Wertheimer  

For members of THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION and THE SHAKESPEARE GUILD and their guests, the price 
for SPEAKING OF SHAKESPEARE events is $20. For non-members who do not belong to THE NATIONAL 
PRESS CLUB, the price is $30. If you wish to enroll in THE SHAKESPEARE GUILD or reserve space(s) for 
one or more of our upcoming programs, you may do so by completing this form and either faxing it to 
(202) 483-7824 or mailing it to 2141 Wyoming Avenue NW, Suite 41, Washington, DC 20008-3916. To 
request further information, or to order by telephone, simply call (202) 483-8646. 
 
I wish to join the Guild, or renew for the 1999-2000 season, as an Associate ($25)_, a Friend ($100)_, a 

Donor ($250)_, a Benefactor ($500)_, a Patron ($1,000)_, or a Golden Quill Circle sponsor ($5,000)_.  

 
I wish to reserve __ space(s) at the $20 member price__,  the $30 non-member price__. I wish to add a 

$____ tax-deductible contribution for The Hobart Shakespeareans. My check for $____ is enclosed.   

 
Please charge $____ to my _ VISA _ MC _____________________________________ (exp.___/___) . 

Name ______________________________ Address ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ____________________________Phone ________________ Fax_________________ 



Speaking of Shakespeare 
 

 SPRIGHTLY CONVERSATIONS WITH DISTINGUISHED ACTORS,  
DIRECTORS, WRITERS, AND OTHER PUBLIC FIGURES 

 
THE SHAKESPEARE GUILD invites you to take part in animated chats with a select company of the luminaries you 

most admire. In collaboration with THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION, THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, and THE BRITISH COUN-

CIL, and with generous assistance from THE NAOMI AND NEHEMIAH COHEN FOUNDATION, the Guild is offering a monthly series in which 

engaging personalities ruminate about the playwright and about the multitudinous ways in which the poet a BBC survey has identified 

as “The Man of the Millennium” continues to inform our drama, our films, our literature, and virtually every other aspect of our lives. 

Modeled on the BRAVO channel’s INSIDE THE ACTORS STUDIO, these sessions focus on the careers and passions of widely hailed performers, 

journalists, political leaders, scholars, critics, and media personalities. The emcee, Guild president JOHN ANDREWS, talks with his guests 

for 45 minutes or so, and then he opens the floor to questions from attendees. Each get-together includes a reception and a chance for 

you and your friends to greet our extraordinary speakers. Thanks to POLITICS AND PROSE, on those occasions when our participants hap-

pen to be authors with books available, you can buy copies and get them inscribed. To conclude each evening you’re encouraged to 

dine at the National Press Club’s superb and reasonably priced FOURTH ESTATE restaurant, which will be happy to validate your ticket 

and thus provide free parking in the PMI Garage at 1325 G Street NW. For reservations call (202) 662-7638.   
 

Following a September 9th NATIONAL PRESS CLUB exchange with the incomparable PETER BROOK, universally regarded as the most influ-

ential director of the 20th century, SPEAKING OF SHAKESPEARE moved to THE BRITISH EMBASSY on October 5th for a talk with three of the 

actors who’ve helped turn THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE into a gem not only for regional playgoers but for drama-lovers everywhere. Draw-

ing upon the charms of EMERY BATTIS, EDWARD GERO, and TED VAN GRIETHUYSEN, this panel inaugurated a three-month 

salute to the capital assets we’ve learned to treasure in a metropolis that has been slow to gain the kind of recognition 

it deserves for its many virtues as a cultural setting. The second installment of this mini-series, which occurred No-

vember 16th at THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB, placed the spotlight on FLOYD KING, a comic virtuoso who was playing Mal-

volio in Twelfth Night. Our third installment, on December 2nd, featured  MICHAEL KAHN, a 

gifted director whose twelve years at the helm of THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE have brought him 

six Helen Hayes Awards. On January 11th we kicked off the new year by reuniting WETA 

mainstay ROBERT AUBRY DAVIS with two of his erstwhile colleagues, “The Matinee Ladies,” 

Washington Post reviewers JANE HORWITZ and RITA KEMPLEY. On February 8th we afforded lis-

teners a rare opportunity to hear two of our day’s most brilliant social observers, JUDITH MARTIN (a.k.a. Miss 

Manners) and DEBORAH TANNEN (author of You Just Don’t Understand and other books) as they brought their 

unique perspectives to bear upon the dramatic works of an earlier student of human behavior. On March 15th 

we convened an Ides of March forum with two of our nation’s most astute political analysts, COKIE ROBERTS, co-

host of ABC TV’s This Week with Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts, and LINDA WERTHEIMER, one of NPR’s hosts for All Things Consid-

ered. After a break for the 1999 Gielgud festivities, SPEAKING OF SHAKESPEARE resumes on June 14th with actor HAL HOLBROOK.  

Presenter of THE GOLDEN QUILL 

The Sir John Gielgud Award for Excellence in the Dramatic Arts 
 

2141 WYOMING AVENUE NW, SUITE 41                            John F. Andrews, President 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3916 
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Founded in 1987, The Shakespeare Guild is a global nonprofit corporation 
that celebrates, and endeavors to cultivate larger and more appreciative audiences 

for,  the dramatist who has been applauded in every society 
as history’s most reliable guide to the mileposts of life. 


