Shakespeare in the Garden’s

Bardtenders
Extend a Cordial Invitation
During the 15th and 16th centuries, craft guilds in English market towns organized
and provided underwriting for theatrical festivities. In so doing they prepared the
way for more sophisticated artistry of the kind that flourished during the Elizabethan age.
Shakespeare pays warm tribute to this tradition with his endearing portrayal of the
“rude Mechanicals” (laborers accustomed to working with their hands rather than with
their minds and imaginations) who offer a hilariously inept dramatization of the “Pyramus
and Thisbe” story to Duke Theseus and his court in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
With this context in mind, we’re launching a support group for Shakespeare in the Garden.
Members of our Honorable Society of Bardtenders will provide assistance for this
year’s presentation of the play that immortalized Bottom and his companions, and it
will feature a variety of enticing opportunities for you and your friends and loved
ones to take part in another memorable summer of theatrical enchantment.
Many Bardtenders will support Shakespeare in the Garden primarily with membership
contributions and philanthropic donations. But we’re equally eager for other kinds
of help from this special constituency. Some, we hope, will host or co-host events
that will introduce our work to their friends and colleagues. Others will provide
hospitality for actors who are dedicating several weeks of their time and talent to
us. Others will help with activities that are essential not only to the staging of our
show but to roles such as ushering and assisting with receptions and related occasions.
For more detail we hope you’ll join us for a 5:30-7:00 p.m. reception on Thursday
May 17, at 818 Camino Atalaya. This is the home of Rachel Kelly, who presided over
Shakespeare in Santa Fe in the 1990s. She will introduce the Dream team who’ll be
working with her as she directs Season Two of Shakespeare in the Garden. And she
and her colleagues, Clayton Bass and Rebecca Jensen of the Santa Fe Botanical Garden
and John Andrews of the Shakespeare Guild, will be delighted to respond to any
questions you may have about ways to become involved in this year’s festivities.

As we launch this initiative, we derive inspiration not only from the classic that will
be staged this summer, but from what visitors see when they enter the legendary
Guildhall in London, a setting the author of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream knew very well, and
one to which he twice alludes in Richard III. This
historic venue is now the site of a UK Theatre
Awards luncheon at which The Shakespeare Guild
bestows its annual Gielgud Award for Excellence
in the Dramatic Arts. Dating from the early 1400s,
the Guildhall’s atmospheric crypt features stainedglass windows that memorialize such guilds as
the Honourable Company of Master Mariners and
the equally venerable Company of Spectacle Makers.
We hope you’ll want to be included in what promises
to be a magic circle. And we’ll enthusiastically
welcome both your contributions to our endeavors
and your suggestions about ways to transform our
community into a destination not only for all the
arts that have come to define “Santa Fe Style,”
but for creative explorations of the globe’s most influential writer. We’re confident
that Shakespeare would agree, and indeed that he would be among the first to
affirm that it’s never too sonto begin addressing a brave new venture’s Bottom line.

