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ShakeScene

To Be Or Not To Be:
The Folger Theatre

O Plioyea U coc Rt of et

ture, he insisted, ““Defying Prospero, the Folger
will continue to sponsor classical drama in its
Elizabethan theare but n a form consistent with
its resources. The s commitment to pub-
lic programs for me Washmg(on commnityE

College, wh
e Mccpm the
recommendations of an ad hoc Committee.
ihe Long-Term Future of he Folger Theatre and
voted to dissolve the library’s resident profes-
sional acting company at the end of the 1984
85 scason. In the press release disclosing the
decision, the Trustees stressed that the plans to
discontinue the existing Folger Theatre com-
pany “signaled the beginning of a period of re-
evaluation and not an end to the presentation of
drama at the Folger Library.” The announce-
ment went on to emphasize that the Commitice
would continue to work closely with Dr. Werner
Gundersheimer, the library’s Director, to ex-
plore financial, organizational, and artistic al-
teeuaveg that might be adopied i the plancirg
of future theatre prog
B G ririee capisizei v e and
the Trustees had “not foreclosed any options
with regard to theatre.” “In the months ahead,
be remarked, “we ahall be very mich open io
ing them in the light of the
best uumm - fundamcnml needs of the Li-
whole." In & 17 Junuary Washington
e jeuicle ni Wy Y THIY
to Close the Folge: dersheimer
noted that the Folges Theatre had atained a “high
levelof accomplishment” durin the fifeen years
since its founding by O. B. Hardison, Jr. and
Richmond Crinkley in 1969. But it had done so
only at the cost of “‘an average yearly loss of
$150.000" during the last nine years, he said,
extraordinary efforts by the trustees and
e hbmry and theatre staf Thorough eval-
m by the commites revealed that ther could
boind)reatsasbialitpesbionitbat s on of
operating a professional repertory company wor
be less burdensome in the future”’; so,
an awareness of major financial needs within the
library's core programs, together with an in-
creasingly difficult funding environment for cul-
tural_institutions forced to take a
regrettable but necessary step.” As for the fu-

one of America’s great centers for Renaissance
studies.”

Predictably, the news that the library was
planning to close the Folger Theatre generated
a great deal of press coverage. David Richards
devoted a lengthy front-page article to the de.

y Washingion Post, and

as} al
more. S ihe. Chroiele of Higher, Educcrion;

and the dozens of newspapers and television and
radio stations around the nation that picked up
the item from wire-services such as the Asso-
ciated Press. In the meantime a strong react
ision manifested itself in the form of
letters to the editor, a counter-editorial (*‘Whs

after that a “Folger Audience” committee aiming
to save the Folger Theatre had been formed un-
der the leadership of Senator Daniel Patrick
Moynihan and Secteary of Transprtation El
et Hanford
a3l Ian\mry it i Washington Post,
Senator Moyriban was quoicd S
of the Capitol Hill theatre” who
“an ineghal and essental partof the cultucal ife
of our nation’s capital. There
reason for cl an
munity of the pleasure and inspirat
periencing Shakespeare. The Bardbelongs act
just on library shelves but on a living stage.”
SecrearyiDole sad that SThe Folger Thesicie
roductions have added sparkle and
substance,to/tbe, Washinglon theatrscenc, Iis
loss would be tragedy to the citizens of Wash-
ington and the nation.
 just as this issue of SHAKE-
SPEARE. QLAnnnu Wwas going (o press, the
beary announced that funds had becn locatedt0
keep the Folger Theatre open until the end of
the 1986-87 season. Dr. Gundersheimer said
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that the Trustees had agreed to contribute
$300,000 to the theatre group over the next two
years, but he also emphasized that the company
would hve to develop a base of independent
support if it wished o remain at d
yond that time, To help the lhean: accompish
that objective, Dr. Gundersh i the
Tt o
mites, headed by Washington ‘torney R. Rob-
ert Linowes. Folger Theatre Artistic Director John
chxlk " Andrews and Maraging Dircrior Mary
arbieri expressed relief and gratitude
o the meabuc L Amt D Guadcraciict was
quoted in the Washington Post as having
all along that there would be a po:

Kennedy Center Forms
New Resident Company

In other Washington theatre news the John F
Kennedy Center for the Perfor as an-
nounced the formation of a new experimental
troupe, the American National Theatre, under
the direction of 27-year-old Peter Sellars, who
B been brought 1o Woshington by Kemed
Center . Stevens after a con-
CoPeere Do emen bt west o A D
rector of the Boston Shakespeare Company.
Sellars says that he plans to use the small Ter-
race Theatre for most of his productions, and
he promises o seck subsidies that will allow ANT
10 offer its plays to audiences at prices consid-
erably lower than what have become normal in
American profesional thetres. He has also an-
nouncedthat his fist production st 10 open 2
March hakespeare's 1 Henry i

Stratford Festival Canada
Announces Plans for 1985-86

Stratford Festival Canada has appointed John
Neville to succeed John Hirsch as Artistic Di-

overseeng the
John Neville made his Stratford Festival de-

in 1983. During the 198384 scason he pl
Don Amado and Shylock on the Festiva The-
tre stage. He expressed delight a

heading up the Young Company. “It is neither
ool on the one hand, nor a show-

case, on the other,” he said. “It is a training
program foryoung proftsional who ar asyet
unused to working i
e 1985 Suatfrd Festval season will open
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Endowment for the Humanities. Also in resi
dence, teaching and learning with the partic;
pants, will be Shakespearean scholars Thomas
L. Berger (. Lawrence University). Joan Hart-
wig (University of Kentucky), and Russ Mc-
Donald (University of Rochester), faculty
{eachers Skip Nicholson (South Pasadena High
School, California) and Louisa Newlin (Com-
plex_ Scolaire, Sl wrre o
L O G Tomdo The ob-
ject of the study w and more
successful approaches to e lezchmg of Shak

plays, with parti s on
Summe Nigh ADears Kichard 11, Mchiads
Abous Nothmg meic

planned by insitute direc-

tors l:anne Roberts (Professor of Literature at
Am

Library) who also planned the highly successful
institute on Teaching, Shokespeare, 1984, wits
RS e i R M e (Eolder
S i e
& on 1 Henry IV, Macbeth, As You Like
It, and Othello. Resident scholars included
Thomas L. Berger (St. Lawrence University),
David Bergeron (University of Kansas), Ste-
phen Booth (University of California at Berke-
:y), and Susan Snyder (Swarthmore College).
Through general lectures and small discussion
groups with scholars, the participants wrestled

with historical, literary, and dramatic aspects of
Stakespeare’s works. Through actng exercises
and scene work, they sharpened

O it bvce i e prosend A

rformance techniques directly applicable to
the teaching of texts that were originally con-
ceived as scripts for performance. Faculty
teachers and volunteers from the group mod-
e e
critiqued, shaped, and reshaped a wide range of
methodological approaches to each play.

The days

And the Folger provided access to some of
greatest treasures: its two reading rooms, its film
S IOl oot el iem
ce of He by the Folger
Theatre Group), is Folger Caniont (o pro-
vided a concert and discussion of early music),
and its human resources (including lectares by
outgoing Director O. B. Hardison, Trustee S
Schoenbaum, and Shakespeare Quarterly Editor
John F. Andrews). An evening series of Shake-
spears flms took place at American Uriversity,
where participants were housed during the in-
stitute.

26-28 May with King Lear (directed by John

Hicch) T Night (Gected by David Gl

and Measure for Measure (directed by Mich:
o B ety ip his

(Gloucester), Scana McKenna (Cordelia, Vi-
ola), Nicholas Pennell (the Fool, Malvolio, An-
gelo), James Blendick (Kent, Sir Toby Belch),
Edward Atienza (Feste), Colm Feore (Orsino),
Maria Ricossa (Regan, Olivia), Alan Scarfe (the

Duke), bara March (Isabell
‘or further_information write Publicity De-
partment, B.O. tratford, Ontario,

Bimada NsA V2, or call (319) 27114080

Alabama Shakespeare Company
Announces Fellowships in
Production and Management

The Alabama Shakespeare Company, which
will s0n celebrate the opening of & new S16-
million theatre complex in Montgomery, has re-
cently announced a fellowship program (o assist
would-be theatre professionals who would like.
0 study theatre management and production in
the setting of the Festival’s new 750-seat
tival Stage and 250-seat Octagon Theatre Sii
pends vary from 5600 to 56,000, and they are
available for periods ranging from three to twelve
‘months, depending on the availability of the ap-
plicant and the needs of the theatre. For further
information, writc Alsbama Shakespeare Fes:
tival, The State Theatre, P.O. Box 20350,
Montgomery, Alabama 36130, o call (203) 27.
1640.

Guthrie Theater
Announces 1985-86 Season

Artistic Director Liviu Ciulei has announced
an cight-play 1985-86 Guthrie Theater season
that will feature a world premiere (Barbara Field's
adaptation of Dickens™ Great Expectations), a
Shakespeare play (4 Midsummer Night's Dream),
a controversial new American drama (Emily
Mann’s Execution ajlu:mz!, and the return of
Gtz directors Siphen Kanee; Enily Manr,
dee Scfban The Gulbiic prodottion of
A Midoummer Nighcs Dream wilopen 26 Joly
‘under the direction of Liviu Ciulei, who has been
widely sccaimed for bis work at the Guibrie
e
i 1581 Prioeto his anivalatthe Guthele, Chu-
lei headed Romania’s Bulandra Theater in Bu-
charest and directed occasional productions under
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American auspices that included Arena Stage in
Washington, the Acting Company in New York,
and the Spoleto Festival in Charleston.

For further information write the Guthrie
Theater, Vineland Place, Minneapolis, Minne-
sota 55403, or call (612) 347—1100.

Utah Shakespearcan Festival
To Offer Three Shakespeare
Productions in 1985

The Utah Shakespearean Festival has an-
nounced an 11 July—31 August season that
feature The Merry Wives of Windsor, Antony and
Cleopatra, and Twelfth Night. To accompany
the plays the Festival will sponsor backstage
tours, production seminars, literary seminars,
0 Vericty.of cdvcational services. In aidic
tion, there will be a Renaissance Feast and a bi-
weekly Royal Tca‘ during which afternoon au-
diences will be served tea and crumpets while
enjoying Renaissance music by a chamber con-
el aealc o st
me r further information write Utah
Shakespearean Festival, Cedat City, Utah 84720,
or call (01) $86.7880.

Ashland Announces
Ambitious 1985 Season

‘The Oregon Shakespearean Festival will offer
cleven plays in 1985, among them four b
Shakespeare. One of the Shakespeare offerings
(King Lear in the indoor Angus Bowmer The-
atre) will open in February, with the other three
0 follow in June: The Merchant of Venice, All's
Well That Ends Well, and King John, all on the
outdoor Elizabethan Stage. Inasmuch as 1985
marks the 50th anniversary of this influential and
widely honored theatre operation, the upcoming
season promises to be unusually festive. Special
offerings will include Renaissance feasts, Tudor

before each outdoor performance, a Fes-
tival Institute, and an introduction to Shake-
speare Athletics. For further information write
Oregon Shakespearean Festival, P.O. Box 158,
Ashland, Oregon 97520, or call (503) 482-4331

Scholarship Fund
To Honor Lillian Wilds

In early January her many friends mourned
the untimely death of Lillian Wilds, Professor
of English at California State Polytechnic Uni-
wversity in Pomona. Lillian was known to Shake-

9

speareans around the world for her SQ reviews
of Shakespeare productions in Southern Cali
fornia and for her 1975 book Shakespeare’s
Character Dramatists: Studies of a Character
Type in Shakespeare’s Tragedies as Seen Through

* But few outside Southern

preciation of Shakespeare in her native state.
Lillian was co-producer (with Homer Swan-
der of the University of California at Santa Bar-
bara) of “The Shakespeare Year,” a mammoth
festival of cultural and educational events that
(thanks in large measure to Lillian’s efforts) was
underwritten in part by the Times-Mirror Foun-
dation. Focused on the October-December 1981
Los Angeles showing of the Folger exhibition
“*Shakespeare: The Globe and the World,”
Shakespeare Year” included everything from a
staggering variety of Shakespearean perfor-

Tt Cabformis'saire
g S T el
as a teacher, both in the classroom and in a re-
markable range of other contexts, the California
State University System designated her an Out-
standing Professorin I
yet another achievement to her record when she
directed a widely praised production of Kyd's
The Spanish Trageds s the Globe Playhouse in
0s A
B i e s i
her warmth and enthusiasm, and Shakespear-
cans everywhere

ade
payable to the Foundation should be sent (o the
care of Lilla's former calleague, Prfessor Jo-
seph Stodder, at the Department of English,
California Smc Polytechnic University, Po-
‘mona, California 91768

Folger Library Opens Doors
To Secondary School Teachers

Forty junior high and high school teachers from

round the country will descend upon the Folger
Shakespeare Library during the summer of 1985
for four weeks of home / school / camp. These
teachers will participate in Teaching Shake-
speare 1985, a summer institute funded by the
Division of Education Programs of the National

icipants were chosen from a pool

10 74, and at different stages of teaching carcers
that had been played out in a variety of school
situations. They came from Plain Dealing, Lou-
a, from Brooklyn, New York, from Bath,
Maine, from Burbank, California, from Maka-
. Hawaii, and from many places in between
‘They contributed the perspectives of urban, sub-
urban, and rural public and private schools of
every size. They had taught Shakespeare in Eng-

heir eagemess wi ] catalyst, not
only for one anather bu for all the faculty and
Staff as wel

Feelings about Teaching Shakespeare 1984
ran high and
aspect of this institute,”” said one.

perience, the ric}
tivity.” From this intense and lively month of
scholarship and practical apphcmmn ot
ulty, staff, ar nt grou
hausted yot. lhomughlv R
ing profession. And they
ol emerged withia kit bag follof Conereretec
niques. A participant from the West e:
““Thank you for the chance of a lifetime. Not

as mixed as our résumés,” said a e
Minnesota, “‘and that alone certainly taught me.
something, both about teaching (and what o ex-
pect from your stdents), and_about Shake-
speare. I think he would have enjoyed watching
our personalities emerge from the group during
these four weeks. He knows how such things

ippen.

For further information about Teaching
Shakespeare 1985, contact Peggy O'Brien, Fol-
‘ger Shakespeare Library, 201 East Capitol Street,
S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

Carolinas Symposium
On British Studies

‘The twelfth annual Carolinas Symposium on
British Studies will be held at East Tennessee

tate University on 12 and 13 October 1985.
The Symposium provides an annual forum for
the delivery of scholarly presentations and the

exchange of ideas relating to all aspects of Brit-
ish Studies, including literature, history, art,
music, and architecture. While the Symposium
is regionally based in the Southeast, participants

26 will be awarded fo th best
read at the Symposium

Sions. A 3100 p
poper fiomi¥cioal those
and submitted to the evaluation committce by
the following May. Proposals should be sent by
15 April 1985 to Prfessor James H. McGavran,

. Department of English, University of Nort
Carolina at Charlott, Chartott, North Carolina
28223

‘SHAKESPEARE QUARTERLY
Announces Upcoming
Special Issues

Encouraged by the enthusiastic response elic-
ited by its 1984 special issue on Teaching
Shakespeare, SHAKESPEARE QUARTERLY is now
pleased to_announce three more special issues

leal with the general
subject of Reviewing Shakespeare. The purpose
of this issue will be to focus on the criteria that
different reviewers bring to their comments on
Shakespearean productions; to examine ways in
which film, television, and theatre reviews meet
orfail tomeetthe needs ofthose who ead them;
to explore the review process from the per-
e eadn e
theatre historians, theatre professionals, audi-
ences, and drama critics and literary theorists
‘The second, to appear in April 1986 as Vol-
ume 37, Number 2, will focus on the pmblems
involved in elaing what we
and plays 10 the personaliy (if not indecd he
identiy)of The Man Shakespear
of this issue will be to explore from a number
of perspectives (including those of such anti-
Stratfordians as the Oxfordians) the various
questions tha hve been raied about the els-
tionship between the author and the works that
N (i e OF Shabh e e wrafess 16

aps i our knowledg sboutthe rman who wrote
the poem: 1ys, and what can be said
e e A e hypotheses that i
been proposed to account for and il those gaps?
The thid, to appesr in Dosember 1986 as
annmc 37, Num

kst xnd cmmul cnterprise of Understand-
ing Shakespean Today. The purpose of s is
sue, will be 1o ideniify the oncorns and
eesinposiions thatacestia e wuoe advanced
scholarship and criticism of Shakespeare in our
era: the problems we consider significant, the
mehods and approaches we bring tobear o those
problems, and the legacy of achicvements and
new problems that e expect 0 begueat 0 the
next generation of Shakespearean:

AL hedes Wl Gonimial¥ mupber of com:
missioned articles, but all three wil also
o contributions from the full readership of the
QUARTERLY.

Proposals for hese hree specil issues are
no; lcnmc‘ with the following tentative
dcadhms in 5 Apri

E il 1985 for Review
Shakespeare, 1 June 1985 for The Man Shake.
spcam and 1 November 1985 for Shakespeare

Today. Completed manuscripts for the three is-
sues will be due on 1 June 1985 (Reviewing
Shakespeare), 1 August 1985 (The Man Shake-
speare), and 1 March 1986 (Understanding
Shakespeare Today).

Renaissance Drama
Announces Topic for 1986

Volume xvil of Renaissance Drama will be
devoted to the topic “Renaissance
Culwral Change.” The editors are secking es-
says that examine the ways in which social, sex-
ual, political, or religious conflicts affected the
drama of the period. They are also receptive to
essays that explore the ways in which theatrical
forms contributed to the shaping of Renaissance
culture. Manuscripts accompanied by stamped,
sclf-addressed envelopes should be sent by 15
S:px:mber 1985 to Mary Beth Rose, The New-

brary, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago,
Thnsis 60610



