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In Commemoration of
James G. McManaway,
1899-1980

HAKESPEAREANS AROUND THE WORLD

lost one of their dearest friends when
James G. McManaway died in Las Vegas on
November 9. Dr. McManaway, who was 81,
had moved to the Nevada home of his son
two years earlier after failing health had

‘made it impossible for him to continue living
at his residence in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Editor, textual expert, literary historian, li-
brary administrator, consultant, and teacher,
James McManaway was one of the most in-
flucntial and revered scholars of his genera-
tion. Born in Fayette, Missouri, on August
24, 1899, he was educated at the University

W.ROBERTSON,JR. 441

°From the Editor

of Virginia (B.A., 1919, M.A., 1920) and at
Johns Hopkins University (Ph.D., 1931). For
most of professior fe he was associ-
ated with the Folger Shakespeare Library—
as Assistant o the Director from 1936 to
1943, as Assistant Director from 1943 to
1946, as Acting Director from 1946 to 1948,
and as Consultant in Literature and Bibliog-
raphy from 1948 to 1968. During his years at
the Folger, Dr. McManaway was instrumen-
tal in building the Library’s holdings and in
descriptions of
them. Among other achicvements, he was in-
volved in the Library’s acquisition in 1938 of
the immense rare book collection of Sir
Leicester Harmsworth, a purchase that im-
mediately transformed the Folger (already,
in many minds, the world’s greatest Shake-
speare collection) into one of the world’s
greatest Renaissance libraries. But if Dr.
McManaway was noted for his work in li-
brary administration, he was even more =
nowned for the enthusiasm, authority, an
patience with which he assisted scholars i
their research at the Folger. He opencd
many a door to the treasures of the collec-
tion, and generations of younger Shake-
speareans remain permanently in his debt.
His own example as a scholar was an in-
spiration in itself. Dr. McManaway gave us
magisterial essays on subjects ranging from
“Philip Massinger and the Restoration
Drama” to “Shakespeare in the United
States.” For many years he digested, sum-
marized, and evaluated “The Year's Work in
Textual Studies” for Shakespeare Survey. He
the Modern Language Association of
America as Chairman of the MLA Shake-
peare Variorum Committee and as General
Editor of the Variorum Shakespeare Edition.
And more than anyone clse, he established
Shakespeare Quarterly, representing the
original Shakespeare Association of America
as Editor of its official journal from 1951 to
1972, Under Dr. McManaway’s lcadership,
the Quarterly achieved international stature
not only for its scholarly articles, notes, and
K reviews, but also for such features 33
an annual survey of Shakespearc in per-
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formance and an expanded annual World
Shakespeare Bibliography. During his edi-
torship, some of the most important work of
the mid-twentieth century was first brought
to light in the pages of sl e Scpe
into a lively and attractive ical.

o e (05 oo B T
played, Dr. McManaway also made time to
be of service in the classroom. While at the
Folger, he taught regularly in the graduate
school of the University of Maryland, and
over the years he held visiting professorships
at other universities, among them -
lic University of America, the University of
Colorado, the University of Kansas, the
University of Missouri, New York Univer-
ersity, the University of
ornia, the University of
Texas, and the University of Arizona. Two

universities awarded him honorary doctor-
ates, Hofstra in 1960 and George Washing-
ton in 1963. In 1969 the Shakespeare Associ-
ation of America published in his honor a
volume collecting his most significant Stud-
ies in Shakespeare, Bibliography, and
Theatre, and the editors of that volume
rightly paid homage to the “full and distin-
guished career” of a man whose “devotion to
learning illuminated his life” and the lives of
all he touched. We t0o pay homage to that
man and that devotion, knowing that his
spirit will continue to animate the Quarterly
as long as the journal remains dedicated to
the high standards and august traditions

nurtured under James McManaway’s stew-
ardship.

JOHN F. ANDREWS




