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The Hermetic tradition of philosophical and religious
thought, which originated in the third century corpus her-
meticum, significantly influenced medieval and Renaissance
culture. Hermeticism has been studied in widely disparate
areas of interest: in philosophy, in the history of science, in
art, and in literature. The purpose of this symposium on
“Hermeticism and the Renaissance” is to bring together
scholars exploring the disiecta membra of hermetic thought
and iconography in order to establish connecting links
among disciplines, toarrive at a more unified vision of the
Zadition, and to assess its impact on the Renaissance.

Concurrent with the symposium (22 March— 18 April),
there will be a display of Hermetic manuscripts, books,
prats, and medals in the Main Reading Room of the
National Gallery of Art Library, East Building. The display

will contain materials from collections in the Library

of Congress, the Folger Shakespeare Library,
the Smithsonian Institution, the National
Institutes of Health, and the National
Gallery. of Art. Most of the

material dates from the

k

sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Itis arranged according
to the following categories: alchemy, astrology, medicine,
hieroglyphs, emblems and impresse, major figures in the
Hermetic tradition, and the Kabbalah. Display space is
made available through the cooperation of the National
Gallery, the National Gallery Library, and the Center for
Advanced Studies in the Visual Arts.

SPONSORS

The Catholic University of America is a private university
under the auspices of the bishops of the United States and
the national institution of learning. Established at its
inception as a center for graduate study, the Catholic
University of America today is committed to graduate and
undergraduate studies, to professional education, and to
the cultivation of the arts.

Provost: John P. Murphy,

Dean of Graduate Studies: Msgr. Erederick R. McManus
Symposium Director:  Ingrid Merkel

The Folger Institute of Renaissance and Eighteenth-Century
Studies is a consortium comprised of the Folger Shakespeare
Library and eighteen Mid-Atlantic universities. The Institute
sponsors a variety of educational programs for doctoral
candidates and post-doctoral scholars, including seminars,
colloquia, lectures, symposia, and summer institutes.
Chairman: John F. Andrews

Associate Chairman: Susan Zimmerman

The Center for Advanced Studies in the Visual Arts was
founded in 1979, as part of the National Gallery of Art, to
promote studies in the history, theory, and criticism of art,
architecture, and urban form from prehistoric times to the
present. Each year the Center gathers a community of pre-
and post-doctoral scholars. The activities of the Center
include the fellowship program, meetings, research, and
publication.

Dean:  Henry A, Millon

Agsistant Dean:  Marianna Shreve Simpson
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