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collaborative enterprise

founded in 1970 and

now co-sponsored by

twenty-one major uni-

versities, the Folger

Institute of Renais-
sance and Eighteenth-Century
Studies is a rapidly growing center
for advanced study and research in
the humanities. Through support
from such agencies as the National
Endowment for the Humanities,
the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion, and the Surdna Foundation,
the Institute offers a complex inter-
disciplinary program of seminars,
workshops, symposia, colloquia,
and lectures.

The physical center of the In-
stitute is the Folger Shakespeare
Library, which is preeminent in the
world for its Shakespeare collection
and second only to the British
Library for its holdings of other
English Renaissance books. The
Folger is also internationally
recognized as a repository of
materials in late medieval and ear-
ly eighteenth-century English
literature and history, Continental
Renaissance literature, Reformation
studies, early American cultural
history, and English and American
theatre history from the beginnings
through the twentieth century.

Among the Folger Institute’s
newer ventures are several pro-
grams offered in cooperation with
the Newberry Library Center for
Renaissance Studies in Chicago, a
similar consortium founded in 1979
and now co-sponsored by twenty-
one major universities in the
Midwest. Faculty members and
graduate students from either con-
sortium are eligible to participate in
programs offered by the other.
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= hrough the support of a generous grant from the Research Programs
division of the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Folger
Institute has recently established a Center for the History of British
Political Thought. Most of its activities will take place in the Folger
Shakespeare Library, and its planning will be overseen by a Steer-
ing Committee composed of J. G. A. Pocock, Professor of
History at Johns Hopkins University (Chairman); Gordon J. Schochet, Professor
of Political Science at Rutgers University; Lois G. Schwoerer, Professor of
History at George Washington University; and Lena Cowen Orlin, Associate
Chairman of the Folger Institute (ex officio).

No comprehensive history of British political thought exists at
present, so one of the principal aims of the new Center is to work toward the
time when it may be possible to construct one. To this end, the Center is
devoting three and a half years to seven semester-long seminars, each directed
by a distinguished invited scholar, to survey the three centuries from approx-
imately 1500 to 1800. These seminars will isolate and study the main currents
of political thought in England, Scotland, Ireland, and America. They will draw
primarily on source materials to be found in the two major repositories on
Capitol Hill: the Folger Shakespeare Library and the Library of Congress. And
they will attract to the Center a number of eminent visiting speakers presen-
ting varied and enriching perspectives on the periods and themes being ad-
dressed. Each seminar will be open to doctoral candidates, faculty members
at colleges and universities both near and far, and scholars at large.

In many instances the seminars will generate colloquia, special
lectures, two- and three-day conferences, and such symposia as the Center’s
recent program in commemoration of the bicentennial of the 1783 Treaty of
Paris. ““The Treaty of Paris in a Changing States System’’ was co-sponsored
by the Folger Institute, the British Embassy, and the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars; the Center will continue to plan many of its pro-
grams in collaboration with other institutions. And it is to be expected that
a number of Center-sponsored publications will issue from the proceedings
of the seminars and the corollary activities to which they give rise.

Launched by Professor Gordon Schochet with a Spring 1984
survey of ““The Development of British Political Thought from Henry VII
through the American Revolution,’’ the seminar program will continue with
the following offerings over the next three years.

Fall 1984 J. A. Guy, University of Bristol 1500-1550
Spring 1985  Donald R. Kelley, University of Rochester 1558-1603
Fall 1985 William M. Lamont, University of Sussex 1600-1660
Spring 1986  Howard A. Nenner, Smith College 1660-1700
Fall 1986 N. T. Phillipson, University of Edinburgh 1700-1760
Spring 1987  Director to be announced 1760-1800

To apply for admission to any of the seminars, to offer papers for presenta-
tion, or to obtain further information about the Center’s activities, interested
scholars should contact Lena Cowen Orlin, Associate Chairman of the Folger
Institute.




. STEERING COMMITTEE
OF THE CENTER FOR THE HISTORY
OF BRITISH POLITICAL THOUGHT

JohniG. A Pococlk .« oo o Johns Hopkins University
Gordon J. Sechochet dos ... o0 Rutgers University

Fois (G. Schwoerer ... . ...\ . ..\ .. George Washington University
IfenatGowen @xhintto. o0 Folger Institute

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE FOLGER INSTITUTE

John F. Andrews «.: oacii o= Chairman

Fena Cowen Orhindfic . ol s Associate Chairman

I Eeeds Bamoll MIN-. 5. . University of Maryland, Baltimore County

E@arell). @arlisle tiniiitie v . University of South Carolina

StaartiA - Curran ol ol e University of Pennsylvania

EllensS Ginsberg o L Sl i Catholic University of America

Thomas M. Greene ........c... Yale University

JayalES Halio ol St S w5 University of Delaware

Sy K Eeninger FIE. . .o b it o University of North Carolina

Elizabeth Hudson ..« <. . osuosin West Virginia University

Shirley Strum Kenny.........-. University of Maryland, College Park

Mary B. McKinley ........ ..o University of Virginia

ErieMolin® 8. .ot ol George Mason University

Stephen @rgel s i, g oo or Johns Hopkins University

Joseph G Price Saio oo Pennsylvania State University

Pale B [ Randallton. oo o s Duke University

John PR Reesinelis s George Washington University

Jeanne Addison Roberts . ....... American University

iThemas'P. Roche . .o. o . e i Princeton University

Jason P. Rosenblatth. ... ..o oo Georgetown University

Gordon J. Schochet ............ Rutgers University

Estelle Faylomis Bams t et Howard University

Bernard Wishy: S5 Suon i - North Carolina State University
STAFF

GregoryBarzi . S 5.l Folger Institute Program Assistant

Amy Brooks.......... BBo B3 Folger Institute Program Assistant

Folger Institute

Folger Shakespeare Library
201 East Capitol Street
Washington, D.C. 20003




